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Policy Risks in 2017
Policymakers could:

• Repeal the Affordable Care Act (including the Medicaid 

expansion) without an adequate replacement

• Make core safety net programs like Medicaid & SNAP less 

effective by converting them to block grants or otherwise 

undercutting their ability to respond to changes in need

• Further shrink the resources for domestic discretionary (i.e., 

non-entitlement) programs, the part of the budget that includes 

WIC

• Enact unaffordable tax cuts, tilted to people at the top of the 

income scale, and force deeper budget cuts in future years
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Spending for Low-Income Programs 

Outside Health Projected to Decline
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Last Spring’s House Budget Plan Got 62% of Its $6 

Trillion in Non-Defense Cuts Over 10 Years from 

Programs for People with Low or Modest Incomes
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Non-Defense Discretionary Spending, FY 2015
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Non-Defense Discretionary Spending 

Set to Fall to Historically Low Levels
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Last Spring’s House Budget Plan Cut

NDD Funding Sharply After 2017
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Trump “Penny Plan” Would Cut

NDD Funding Deeply Over Time
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