
Report to the 2015 Annual Business 
Meeting on the Calendar Year 2014
Los Angeles, California



NWA inspires and empowers the WIC 
community to advocate for and promote 
quality nutrition services for all eligible 
mothers and young children and assure 
effective management of WIC.



A nation of healthier women, children, 
and their families.





 40th Anniversary Kick-Off – WLC;
 5 Anniversary Videos & print materials
 WICturns40.org website
 Anniversary buttons & lapel pins;
 60 Second WIC promotion videos;
 30 Second WIC PSA’s;
 Capitol Hill Briefings.





 Launched in June 2011
 20 graduates in 2012

– State & Local WIC Staff, representation from all 7 WIC Regions
 Two Cohorts, 4 Courses, 10 weeks each
 No cohorts offered in 2013
 Cohort III begins in June 2014 with 10 Students
 Learning Outcomes include:

– Preparing strategies to address major challenges facing WIC 
leaders in the next 5 years. 

– Developing methods to solve challenges in WIC service 
delivery, access and client service. 

 Students enroll to…
– Learn more about how my role in WIC fits into the “big picture.”
– To overall increase my knowledge-base and skill set.



 New WIC Leaders Mentoring Cohort , closed cohort 
of 21 State Directors  initiated in February – using 
cohort identified priorities – Webinar in April on NWA 
role in partnering with WIC agencies and as a 
resource; NWA’s partnership with USDA. 

 4-Part Enrolled Summer 2013 Webinar Series on 
Business Continuity Planning.

 Brought Business Continuity Planning Webinar to 
LA WIC Conference and Piedmont Health Services, 
NC.

 Conducted 11 Webinars with average attendance of 
650 participants with two maxed at 1,000 
participants



 Conducted 5 Webinars on breastfeeding topics including: 

– BF basics, 

– supporting long-term BF with the new WIC food packages; 

– ACA basics and BF in WIC; 

– achieving better utilization of the WIC BF food package;

– on the path towards Baby Friendly Hospitals; 

– use of exempt infant formula in WIC client care; 

– social media and texting for WIC peer counselors.

 Co-branding NWA Leadership Academy in a national partnership 
with “Shape Up” Duke Global Health Institute – Duke Obesity 
Prevention Program  to align and assist local agencies working with 
hard-to-reach obesity challenged communities.

 Coming up – 3 part IT Risk Webinars



 NWA continues to make improvements to the 
Association’s redesigned Web site;

 Our priority – make it especially user friendly;
 Fully engaged with social media links including 

FaceBook, Twitter, Pinterest, Vimeo, and 
YouTube; 

 Hired a new Communications Coordinator. 
Start date: 1 June 2015.





 Meredith/The Parents Network Custom Media 
– magazine publication nutrition education 
tools;

 NWA Business Council Partner Leadership;

 Sesame Workshop here conducting a focus 
group with NWA members to ascertain 
mutually beneficial participant education 
opportunities.
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Fifteen (15) State Agencies sponsored their  Local WIC 
Agencies’ 2014 membership (*New sponsoring states):
– Alabama
– Hawaii
– Inter-Tribal Council of Arizona, Inc.
– *Kansas
– Kentucky
– *Louisiana
– Maryland
– Minnesota
– Mississippi
– *North Carolina
– Oklahoma
– Oregon
– Vermont
– Wisconsin
– Wyoming



 2 – State Local Associations -- $250
 2 – Non-Profit -- $1,000 - $5,000 Rate;
 4 – Donor -- $2,500 Rate; 
 3 – Patron -- $5,000 Rate;
 0 – Benefactor -- $10,000 Rate;
 1 – Founder -- $20,000 Rate;
 11 – Business Council Partners -- $25,000 Rate;
 24 – Total Sustaining Members.
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1. Nutrition Education

2. Healthy Foods

3. Breastfeeding 
Support 

4. Healthcare & Social 
Service Referrals



Four pillars of WIC:
1. Nutrition Education
2. Healthy Foods
3. Breastfeeding 

Support 
4. Healthcare & Social 

Service Referrals



1) Assure adequate WIC funding for participation, NSA, Set-
Asides, Contingency Fund.

2) Assure WIC mothers and young children are  not victims to 
sequestration and the budget axe! 

3) Draw media attention to the impact of Federal Shutdown on 
WIC;

4) Promote the value proposition of WIC;

1) Nutrition & Health Outcomes, Breastfeeding Successes

2) Cost Saving

3) Entrepreneurial

4) Public Health Nutrition not Welfare

5) Protect the integrity of the Food Package;

6) Assure Program Integrity – EBT!

7) Protect Cost Containment. 



 Successfully protected $7.07 billion in FY 2014 
Appropriations;

 Succeeded in assuring funding for all set-asides –
breastfeeding peer counselors, EBT, and 
infrastructure;

 Succeeded in staving off Congressionally 
mandated changes to the food package.

 Working to protect funding in the FY 2015 Budget.
 Working to protect the integrity of the food 

package. 
 Building capacity support for WIC in anticipation of 

Reauthorization in 2015.



Two years in and the bipartisan opinion poll 
conducted January 2012 with 1,000 likely 2012 
voters still has clout on the Hill. 

 Support grows when people learn more 
about WIC

 Voters across the political spectrum view 
WIC as effective

 Nearly two-thirds of likely voters oppose 
cutting WIC Funding







 NWA Executive Committee:
– Theresa Landau, Board Chair;
– Jacqueline Marlette Boras, Chair Emeritus;
– Janet Jackson-Charles, Chair Elect;
– Stan Bien, Treasurer;

• NWA Finance Committee;
– Nancy Corbin, Secretary;

 NWA Board of Directors.



 Cecilia Richardson, Nutrition Programs & 
Staff Director

 Martelle Esposito, Public Policy Nutritionist
 Pierre Francois, Events Coordinator
 Robert Lee, Membership Coordinator & 

Leadership Academy Administrator
 Samantha Lee, Communications, Media, 

& Marketing Coordinator
 Nayeli Lucero, Membership, Events, & 

Administrative Assistant
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