@Congress of the United States
MWashington, DE 20515

September 17, 2021

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Speaker Minority Leader

House of Representatives House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Leader McCarthy:

Ahead of the September 30 deadline to sustain federal funding, we urge you to take action in
the Continuing Resolution to extend increased issuance of fruits and vegetables under the
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC). Over 4.7
million children, pregnant women, and postpartum women in all 50 States received enhanced
benefits over the summer months and are at risk of seeing a steep drop in benefits that would
leave families with access to only $2.25 per week to purchase produce for their children.

The targeted increase of WIC benefits is a common-sense strategy that provides additional
support to new parents struggling to navigate the economic consequences of the COVID-19
pandemic, opens new markets for producers adapting to an altered supply chain, and invests in
the health of America’s next generation. During the summer, families received $35 per month,
per participant for fruits and vegetables — more than triple the usual amount, resulting in
increased purchases at retail grocery locations and greater access to a diversity of healthy foods
for young children. An extension of this heightened benefit is a necessary step to enhance
WIC’s work to prevent childhood obesity and especially now to blunt accelerated childhood
obesity rates during the COVID-19 pandemic, with the average 5-year-old reporting a 12.5%
weight gain during the pandemic.?

The short-term WIC benefit increase is rooted in years of evidence that support WIC's role as an
intervention to address the chronic diet-related conditions that burden the nation’s healthcare
expenditures. WIC has a long history of generating cost savings to Medicaid, with every dollar
invested in WIC returning about $2.48 in medical costs.?2 WIC’s fruit and vegetable benefit,
along with access to additional healthy foods, is associated with a nationwide reduction in
childhood obesity rates among enrolled toddlers.? In January 2017, an independent scientific
panel of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) called for a
significant increase to WIC’s fruit and vegetable voucher (or, Cash Value Benefit) as one of the
most effective steps to bring the diets of WIC-enrolled toddlers more in line with the Dietary
Guidelines for Americans (DGAs).*



A bipartisan effort — led by Rep. Kim Schrier (D-WA) and the late Rep. Ron Wright (R-TX) —
highlighted the importance of enacting this long-delayed change as a strategy to address the
COVID-related hunger crisis. In July 2021, the House of Representatives approved a fiscal year
2022 Agriculture Appropriations bill that included adequate funding to sustain the heightened
benefit; similar levels have been proposed in the Senate. State and local providers cannot wait
for a broader deal on federal spending, as the benefit is set to expire on September 30, and
families will go without the additional benefit unless Congress takes immediate action in the

Continuing Resolution.

We thank you for consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

T i
Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Karen Bass
Member of Congress

/s/
Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

/s/
Carolyn Bourdeaux
Member of Congress

/s/
Salud O. Carbajal
Member of Congress

/s/
Tony Cardenas
Member of Congress
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Jennifer Gonzalez Coldn
Member of Congress
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Jim Cooper
Member of Congress
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J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress
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Jason Crow
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

/s/
Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

/s/
Bill Foster
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

/s/
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

/s/
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Member of Congress

/s/
Lucille Roybal-Allard
Member of Congress

/s/
C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger
Member of Congress

/s/
Michael F.Q. San Nicolas
Member of Congress

/s/
Adam Smith
Member of Congress

/s/
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Member of Congress

/s/
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Member of Congress

/s/
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Member of Congress



/s/ /s/
Peter Welch Nikema Williams
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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