r} National WIC Association
: : Your child has you. And you have WIC.

Medicaid adjunctive eligibility is an important
resource to WIC programs across America. States
from every region completed an NWA survey on
Medicaid adjunctive eligibility in their state (n=38).
The findings indicate that MAE is an integral tool
within WIC.

Below are some key findings:

« State directors agree that Medicaid adjunctive
eligibility simplifies the application process and
streamlines paperwork, prevents a barrier to
participation, promotes clinic efficiency, links
WIC to other health and social services, and
reduces administrative error.

« If MAE were removed there are concerns that
administrative costs would rise as more staff/
staff time would be needed to document income
eligibility.

* The barrier to participation caused by removing
or capping AE would mean fewer low-income
women, infants and children receiving healthy
food, nutrition education and referrals to health
and social services.

« State WIC directors cannot easily access data on
Medicaid.
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WIC State Directors Value Medicaid Adjunctive Eligibility

What are the main benefits of Medicaid
adjunctive eligibility?
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How easily are you able to access participant income information
that is collected by Medicaid?

The survey also found that State WIC directors cannot easily access participant income information collected

by Medicaid.
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If Medicaid adjunctive eligibility were no longer permitted how would it im-

pact your staff, families, and/or program efficiency?

Increased administrative costs:

The majority of states reported that the time it

took to income screen a Medicaid adjunctively
eligible participant was less than the time it took
income screen a participant using paystubs or other
financial documents. Consequently, the estimated
administrative cost was less for the income screening
for participants who are Medicaid adjunctively
eligible.

For example one state reported that the estimated
cost of conducting income screening using
paystulbs or other financial documents was around
$12.50 whereas the estimated cost of conducting
income screening for Medicaid adjunctively eligible
participants was only $3.75.

Estimated cost of income screening by
documenting paystul

other financial

Create a barrier to participation:

There would be additional staffing needs:

Anticipate a step backwards in
breastfeeding:

One of our Local Agencies brainstormed with their
staff regarding this question and came up with the
following:




